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The task of analysing European society may be approached fromamgleg. The
one chosen here is a global comparative perspective, an teffetep outside the
tempting but myopic and often misleading familiarity of inside eepee. Let us
look at European society today as part of world history. What deesan to grasp
the present as history? It means to look out for how the curteatien is related to

the past, and, above all, to the future.

We shall here try to locate Europe in the history of moderaitg, secondly, in the

dynamics of the world systems, systems in plural, aslll ekglain later.

The European Route to Modernity - and to Post-M oder nisation

First a brief theoretical excursion, clarifying what iséneneant by modernity, a
controversial notion given several different meanings. The fnogtul definitions
are the least arbitrary and idiosyncratic, which usually imspke respect for
etymological meaning and an abstention from loading the definitigm aprioristic
connotations. Modernity should then be seen as a temporal orientatibn,

Modernity is a culture claiming to be modern, in the sense of turtgrigack on the
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past — the old, the traditional, tpassé ,-and looking into the future as a reachable,
novel horizon. Modern man/woman, society, civilisation have atiredorward. In
order to keep its analytical edge, modernity should not brlised by attempts at

translating it into concrete social forms.

Modernity established itself through social and cultural coniiictuptures with the
past, breaking with ancient wisdom and customs. But these bteaksdifferent

expressions in different parts of the world, the traditionalretivere different as well
as the composition of the forces of the modern. The Europeanaoaddernity was
unique in the sense that it was a road of civil war. The $oofenodernity and the
forces of tradition were internal to Europe, although colonial veard colonial

conquests crucially affected the intra-European struggles of thendithe new. The
French Revolution, for instance, owed much to the weakening dritien régime

from its series of world wars with Britain.

Table 1. Roads to/through Modernity by the Location of Forces and Cultoresnd

against
Pre-Anti Moder nity Pro-M oder nity

Internal External

Forced Imported and leannt
Internal Europe Colonial zone Reactive
modernisation

External New Worlds of

Settlement

Note: Countries of Reactive, or externally induced, Modernisation, &agan, China,

Ottoman Empire/Turkey, Iran, Siam/Thailand.



The new future orientation of the last centuries first enteigeEurope, not as a
natural emanation of European civilisation, but out of conflicesrial to Europe, to
North-western Europe primarily. In other words, the European routeomesf civil

war, which pitted the forces of reason, enlightenment, nationfeoplovation, and
change against those of the eternal truths of the Churche afublime wisdom and
beauty of Ancient philosophy and art, of the divine rights of kingghefancient

privileges of aristocracy, and of the customs of fatherggesmdfathers.

In the New Worlds of European settlement, anti-modernity wadjerfitst rise of
modern currents, perceived as mainly external, in the caiservmetropolis, in
Britain to North America, in Spain and Portugal to Latin Ameraiad increasingly,
in the local Others of the settler societies, the eafithe slaves, and the ex-slaves.
Independence got rid of the external metropolis, but what to do métlocal others
was to haunt the moderns of the New Worlds for a very long i@l does -,
particularly in Latin Indo-America, where the nativesrgv@ot, wholly or virtually

exterminated.

To the Colonial Zone, from North-western Africa to Southeast,Asiodernity
arrived literally out of the barrel of guns, with the colonial cosgusubduing the
internal forces of tradition. Modernity was not carried further dtylers, but by new
generations of natives, ofevolu&” who turned what they had learnt from their
conquerors against the latter. After Independence the ex-CoKuomal has carried a

complex legacy of nationalism, a colonial elite culture —apigbage habitus and,



e.g., exotic sports interests (like cricket in South Asidthe Anglo-Caribbean) — and

colonial-turned-excolonial state-society bifurcation.

The countries of Reactive Modernisation were challenged andehsghaby colonial
domination, and in the face of these threats a part of theahtelite started to import
innovation from the outside, creating special combinations of moderaisth

traditional authority. Japan is the most successful arad-clg example.

The European civil war between the forces of modernity and thosaditidn was a
protracted struggle over centuries, starting in science iy &P century, including
many defeats of the modern, and politically definitely won inirSpaly in the 1970s,
with the end of the Franco regime. But the question is, wiseE&iropean modernity
today? In order to at a provisional answer we had betteifyspeadernity into a set
of “master narratives” or guiding lines of modernist argumetathere are at least

five such main discursive themes of modernity.

Table 2. Master Narratives of Modernity

The Past was/The present is The Future will be

1. Ignorance, superstition, subservience | Emancipation, individual: rational, empirical

authority

2. oppression, exploitation Emancipation/liberation collective: Socio-
political

3. Poverty, disease, stagnation Growth, progressldpment

4. conditions of no/less competition Survival o fittest, more relative power

5. Rule-bound, imitative Creative vitality




Has the very triumph of modernity made these modernist contaastsfutures
irrelevant? That is the challenge of post-modernism. Theanswhink, has to be
specified according to narrative, political perspective, anddwegion. Let us make

a rapid overview of Europe in these respects.

The first modernist argument, of individual emancipation by the useasion the
senses of observation, was summed up in the Enlightenment, Eadtis definition
of it. The victory of science and the secularisation of sodrethe recent decades
have made enlightenment a rather banal part of European everyesgntptife.
Counter-assertions of divine authority have become marginal, avepost-
Communist Europe. So-called New Age attempts at re-enchahtgngorld appear

both superficial and marginal.

Collective emancipation has become focused on gender and sex, drethgoin of
women from gender oppression and discrimination and of homosexuals from sexual
ditto. The emancipation of the industrial working-class has ruaraas it could get,
in the 970s-early 1980s, and no emancipatory project of the post-irdugdasses,
employed and unemployed, has caught on yet. Emancipation from ethnic
discrimination, an increasingly important theme on the Europefinremains a
minority striving as long as it is not integrated into an eciEation from the nation-

state into some post-national, multicultural polity.

Growth and development, economic modernisation in this sense, cenatiatmotif

of the European political, as well as economic, elites. Iticodar this theme has



become the banner of the neoliberal right, but also by a neoliteEnak-left, most
significantly expressed by Tony Blair and Blairism. Easteanope, historically the
late modern part of the continent, is engaged in a large-suadernist project of
catching up development and growth. But what about Western Europe®mi Heat
economic progress has little of non-elite appeal outside a rathelt stratum of
young centre-right prospective career-climbers. Sustained lymay be needed to
vouchsafe pension obligations, but it is no longer part of a populanwsia new,
higher standard of living. The political development of Europe, aseter closer
union” among its peoples was always mainly an elite projatispite of its success -,

and is currently even more so.

The fourth modernist story, of new struggles for survival, was tiaSocial
Darwinism and later of Fascism. It has recently returnetthenneoliberal vision of
globalisation, with its new demands of competitive effort. Bldgbalist Social
Darwinism is little more than a delimited managerial idggl The main popular
response to globalist challenges has rather been consendegiesnding existing

social rights of workers and of citizens.

Finally, the disappearance of rule-bound aesthetic academicsrefhanodernism
without an aesthetic target. No wonder, then, that the mateairive to constant
innovation produced postmodernism in the arts and in architectureycan@nder

that in those fields the moment of postmodernism has altezmhme passeé.

To conclude, the very success of Western European modernitydpesises energy

and thrust. Economically, a serene prosperity makes good senseheByost-



modernisation of Europe is uneven not only between east and wesisth upsetting
European politics. Historically, the European left-right dimisiwas, by and large,
with some exceptions, a division between leftwing modernism anutwiitg

traditionalism. What is currently happening is a post-moderorsaif the left and a
modernisation of the right. This creates a new political lan@éscpapte bewildering to

many, particularly, but not only, to the historical popular eletéoséithe left.

One of the increasingly clear differences between Wedteirope and the United
States is that the latter spawns a much broader based righpwiitico-economic
modernism, believing in its capacity as well as in itbtrip create a new future. In a
currently hegemonic coalition, this rightwing modernism is politicaeefed up by
militants of religious fundamentalism. On the world arenaptist-modernisation and
self-doubt of the distinctive European political traditions, of &o&emocracy,
popular Christian Democracy, Eurocommunism, and Social Liberalisegn a

weakening of Europe in relation to the USA.

Western Europe generated the pioneers of the current world epoch einihgdvho
came to upset the balance of the whole world. Today, Westerop& perhaps
together with Japan, is the site of an uneven post-modernisatiooh tends to

contribute to a new tilt of the world, to the United Staat$east in the short run.

But after this situating of Europe in the time of modernity siveuld try to locate it in

the spatial dynamics of world systems.



The World Systems and Europe within Them

What is currently referred to as “globalisation” is a multieiteional phenomenon of
world-wide interaction and interrelations. In order to get at riiniftidimensionality,
we may distinguish five major planetary systems of humankindich Europe is
located, and being challenged. Talking about systems in pluralastrm® convey
their irreducibly possible differences, their analyticalidgiishability, but not their

inter-connexions and interdependencies.

The order of presentation is basically arbitrary. The one chosenrines from the
most natural to the most cultural without, it should be underlia@g particular

assumptions of relative causal efficacy.

1. With that contingent logic of presentation we should start wittwmaviiords
about theplanetary ecosysterniurope is luckily located in this system, with sufficient
water resources, and outside or at the margin of planetaryedlssdite earthquakes,
tsunamis, and high-disease-producing climates, like the tropiBat European
ecology is also a historical product of European social action. Ewage historical
pioneer of public hygiene and health. Malaria occurred in tecg@tury even in the
south of England, for instance, but was eliminated long ago, fongestaHIV-AIDS
was first mainly a North American disease, before it tvecafrican in the 1990s. In

Europe it has been relatively marginal.

On the whole, its high ecological quality of life, with lesgural risk, less pollution,
less urban slumming, and less violence, has become rctiistifeature of early 21
century Europe. A worldwide composite environmental sustainabilitiirgd®pped
by four European countries and Canada, while the Ukraine and Betgioma quite

low. An urban quality of life index has 8 European cities, headed bylZamd



Geneva, among the eleven on top of the world, whereas another rankieglibfy
cities puts Canadian Calgary and Ottawa, and Honolulu beforeEuagpean cities,

among which Helsinki, Oslo, and Stockholm stand out.

2. A second world system is humanity as papulation system
Demographically, the weight of Europe is going down, from a quarfterorld
population in 1900 to an eighth in 2000, and projected to harbour only a fifteenth i
2050. Germans, Italians, Russians, and many other Eastern Europearsdréady
begun dying out, with deaths exceeding births. Europe is alsogageissibly having
almost one third of its population 65 years of age or older by 20§6ing and
probable population decline are setting Europe and Japan off fromthSanly rich

country still reproducing itself naturally.

20" century experience tells us, though, that birth rates are hgodgrned by some
iron law of “demographic transition”, and may go up as well@sn. A comparison
of surveyed desires of children, on one hand, and actual birth rtethe other,
shows that there is currently a Western European birth defieibaut 0.7-0.8 child
per woman. That is, European women are currently bearing fehildren than they

would like to — under ideal conditions of work, housing, and adegaateer supply.

For almost five centuries, Europe was a continent of out-migragxporting its
adventurers, its dissidents, and its poor surplus population to otteiopthe world.
Particularly in the decades just for and after 1900 this wasrna imnportant, very
privileged position in the population system of humankind. Sincé9@@s, Europe

as whole, but actually Western Europe, has become a contineniniggration. For
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Europeans, this should be a source of pride. It testifies to toessiof post-colonial
Europe, that it has become a pole of world attraction. Thegehhas been dramatic,
most recently in Southern Europe, which had the longest history graion, but
also in other parts of Europe. Traditionally ethnically very bgemous Sweden, for
example, has currently as large a proportion of its population fobeigh the United

States, officially at least. That is, about one eighthsgbapulation.

A major challenge to Europe is whether it will be as suéekBssincorporating the
new Europeans as USA has been in its reception of new AmerBarfar, this is

hardly the case.

3. The system of power and influen¢¢ere we should take three key
variables into account, military power, civilian power, anduemce. The military
decline of Europe was demonstrated in World War 1l, and cleall toy the time of
the Suez fiasco. Efforts to undo it are most unlikely to sutc€&tobal political
hegemony was lost by military defeats, wartime economic tev@s, and by the end
of European colonial empires. In the post-World War 1l configuratiotinef West”,
Europe has always been the junior, the dispensable partner tindispensable
nation”, as Clinton’s Secretary of State called the UnitedeSteEuropean world
supremacy will hardly return. If military power in the worldlilviecome multipolar

again, the balance to the US superpower will come from Chichdnalia.

Civilian power may take several forms. Economic clout and musat¢early one,

and important. The EU is without doubt a major economic power in thd,vemd we
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shall return to it below. But civilian power is also constituegghl authority. It is the

non-military power of sovereign states, and the power ofriatemal law.

Let me first say a few words abut the power of natiorestat the current era of
globalisation. What is often forgotten is that the last desad the 28 century saw
an enormous expansion of the state. In the OECD countries —tWgs$ern Europe,
North America, Oceania, and Japan — public expenditure as a propoirt@BDP
increased on the population-weighted average by 19 per cent poiweebd960 and
2000. This growth of the state is most pronounced in Western Europe géreeral
government outlays made up almost half (49per cent) of the GORuroland in
2004. The civilian power of the national European welfare stategbistantial, and

much bigger than fifty or a hundred years ago.

In a context of migration studies it should be added, that stateol of international

migration is tighter today than a century ago.

Europe is of old the world’'s lawyer, the source, the pioneer, andathguard of
international law. The political process of European intemmatias above all else

been the constitution of Europe as a normative area of traorsaidaw.

The Council of Europe adopted in 1950 the first international, ledaihding
convention on human rights, enforced by a Commission, a Committeknisters
with a majority voting system, and a Court. It was concerndll ewil and political
rights only, and it took more than a decade for its supra-natiprtalibe fully

recognised by all member states, but it did take effect. In 48&ktensive European

12



Social Charter was adopted, formulated as obligations acceptbd byember states,
with a supra-national monitoring and complaint system, in theidag&ance issuing

into recommendations of the Ministerial Committee with thiocdis majority.

The European Court of Justice with support from the national judiciafigbe
EEC/EU member states has constituted a major supra-nationsg in the
construction of a new Europe. In a couple of early landmark decisol®§3, 1964,
and in 1970 the Court established the principledidct effect of Community law,
and of its supremacy over national law, including, within its afgarisdiction, over
national constitutional law. In thaternationale Handelsgesellschattse of 1970 the
Court stated, that “the validity of a Community measure ...cabeotffected by
allegations that it runs counter to ... fundamental rights asulated by the

constitution of that state ...”

It is only in Europe that a transnational legal power has beehlisked. But the EU
and its member states are the main force behind globaltiréBaand support of
attempts at international law and normative regulation, fleenliN Conventions to

the International Criminal Court and the Kyoto Protocol.

A system of power also includes more diffuse processes loemnde, whether by
persuasion or by inspiration. The European system of a number of mess equal
sovereign states gave rise to diplomacy as a professioodady’s world politics the
European skills of and preference for diplomacy differ from theemilunt,

threatening, and violent policies of the United States. The #tdom see to it that
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European civilian diplomacy is overtaken by military actionjraBosnia, Kosovo,

and Irag. European diplomatic influence is kept in tightséy the Americans.

Influence may further take the form of inspiration, of prawgdimodels of action to
other actors. The union of Europe has become an important sourceiraitioispand

even a model of partial imitation, in Southeast Asia, inrL&merica, and most
recently in Africa. In spite of all attention to globalisatiomorld trade has also

become more regionalised in the past decades.

In some other areas, Europe may have lost world influence ta U8 decline of
French cultural influence in the world, for instance in Egyptn,lrand in Latin
America, has been picked up by US influence. But influence ialmatys dependent
on power, as the widespread international interest in the g®ldiand institutions of
little Scandinavia, and of Sweden in particular demonstratdatuie Europe as the
world’s Scandinavia would be a position of influence without powers hardly a

bad scenatrio.

4. The socio-economic systemwf the global division of labour, social
structure, and market exchange, is mainly what Immanuel Wailersas in mind
when he talks about the world system. In our list here it iSalmeh system. It is a
broader conceptualisation than the world market or the world ecomanityalso pays

systematic attention to social structure.

Europe is the world’s major trader, and as such the centrertd market exchange.

In 2000 a good fourth of all global foreign trade, 27 per cent, took platten
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Western Europe, almost a third (29 per cent) within all Europe, @hdgder cent of
world exports originated in the countries of Western Europe. US expurhsding
commercial services, amounted to fourteen per cent of the woald aod Japanese
to seven Euroland is also running a large surplus on its curreordgcavhile US
exports are increasingly unable to pay for the country’s impartspite of the

continuing innovation dynamics of American capitalism.

In 2000 Western Europe owned more than half of the world’s stockeafirfiodirect
investment, 57 per cent, while the US owned a fifth, and Jagpanesstors barely
five per cent (4.7). Western Europe is also the largest dfokireign investment,
holding almost forty per cent of the world stock in 2000, while USAdas twenty
per cent, and Japan less than one per cent. In flow terengptintries of Western
Europe sent out more than two thirds (71per cent) of global foreigrt divestment
in 2000 and received half of it. US firms accounted for only onelegjthe outward

flow of foreign direct investment.

The EU25 is now the world’s biggest economy, with a GDP 25per aggdrl than
that of the United States, although this is an effect of paliiggregation, and not of
superior economic performance. In terms of relative prospettity, US-Europe
relation is reversed. Luxemburg apart, only Norway has a purchamimgr per capita
on par with USA, in fact slightly superior, while France andn@ety stay at 75per
cent of the American level, Euroland slightly below that, dredEU as a whole still

further from American affluence.

In sum, while no longer the richest part of the earth and no I¢inggrime economic
model of the world, Western Europe is the central node of glahas fbf trade and of
capital, their main mover. European integration has now givenvtisl trade centre
a base in the largest economy of the globe. Trade policy and/Tia are the only

policy area and global institution, respectively, where thas=tianding up to the US.
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Historically, Europe was both the global centre of industrial praaluycand the only
industrial society of the world, where industrial employment easne to dominate
post-agrarian society. Industrial social polarisation and thepan route to
modernity through internal conflict made class, class consciousn#ass

organisation, and class conflict clearer, explicit, and moreposimensive than in
other parts of the world. Europe was the world centre of the lahouement. De-
industrialisation, which stated in the late 1960s, - n Eastemode after 1989 -has

been a dramatic change of Europe.

The post-industrial legacy of industrial class struggle and geesssure is that Europe
today is the least inegalitarian part of the world. IndBmitThatcherism managed to
undo a large part of the secular gains of the popular claasedid most capitalist
restorations in Eastern Europe. Nevertheless, Northern and CEotage, east of
Britain and west of Poland and of Carpathian Ukraine standssdbeaglobal centre

of what economic equality there is in this world.
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Table 3. The Least Unequal Countries of the World, and Comparisons with

Some Other Outcomes. Disposable income after taxes and transfers

Route Average Gini Coefficient circa 2000
Scandinavian Social Democracy 25
Particular Communist Legacy 25

Western European Christian and
Social Democracy 26
Northeast Asian National Capitalism 32

Other Outcomes

Spain (1990) 30
USA 37
Russia 43
China 45
India (33)a
Mexico 49
Brasil 64
Nigeria 51

Notes:a. Distribution of consumption expenditure, always more equally lalisédl
than income.

Scandinavia: Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden

Particular Communist Legacy: Belarus, Czech Republic, Slay&kovenia

Western Europe: Austria, Belgium, Germany, Netherlands.

Northeast Asia: Japan, South Korea, Taiwan.

It is noteworthy, that Europe, and North-western Europe in partitidarheen able to
combine being the world’s central trader and transnational inwegtoachieving the

least inequality in the world. In the 1990s, the distributiop gatween this part of

Europe and the rest of world increased substantially. Equatity teading are

distinctive features of European society, likely to remain.
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5. Finally, the world is asystem of culture It has four core elements:
first, architecture of identities, of self-and other ideadifions of major social groups.
Second, a geocultural pattern of values and norms, thirdly, @austwf cognition, of
the production and diffusion of knowledge, and fourthly, configurations of syenbol
forms. The latter include language patterns, “high” culturéefarts, and popular or
mass culture, of entertainment, life-styles, and comiadocands. The culture system

is sustained by a pattern of communications.

The European location in this complex, still under-researchecdnsystight be
summed up in terms of, disputed and uncertain identity, chasdicteralues of
secularism and postnationalism, cognitive demotion from igadentre to mainly

second station, centrality of high culture but at best secondapular culture.

On a global scalg-uropean identity has a got a shadowy existence, as a secondary
part of a US-dominated “West". Inside Europe, on the other hhadjde of the EU
and the end of the Cold War have contributed positively to a Eurogeatity, but
far from comparable in significance to national identitiebjcW, by the way, first

emerged in Europe.

Historically, Western Europe was a totalitarian culturaharethe world, in principle
mono-religious and mono-lingual. Jews and Muslims were expeied the prince
decided which version of Christianity should prevail, according todirauia of the
Westphalian Peace Treatylius regio, eius religioWith the Enlightenment began a
gradual retreat from zero tolerance in matters of icgligBut then came the 19th

century-early 2 century nationalist drive for one nation, one language.
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Eastern Europe, particularly the stretch from the BalticambLithuania to the
Ottoman Balkans, was by contrast the pluralistic and tol@amtof Europe, if often
also arbitrary and unpredictable. Eastern nationalism of froen|®h century till
1950 and re-asserted again in the break-up of Yugoslavia in the 199€d kerutally

that history of multi-ethnic multiculturalism.

The new mass immigration into Western Europe means then anttengechallenge
to the identity of Europeans. France, the only European country ofrfongyration
experience, has been relatively successful in incorporatinggrants into national
identity, but even there actual socio-economic exclusion indicatereasing
limitations. Most other Western European states have a msslalesorbing national
culture than the French, while hardly being more capablecefptiog and developing
a multi-ethnic national identity. The issues of multi-ethnic and tiraultural
identities had better be approached on the European than on thellevehas part
constructing a new, overarching European identity. A new Europeatitydenot
rooted in European history and traditions, but built from European lefsomsand

breaks with European and world history.

In value terms, Europe has become the most secularised andlistopart of the
world, and also the least nationalistic or communalistic. Radigiousness and post-
nationalism have become the most distinctive of European valoagudr, these are
markers of a relative void. It is much less clear if ¢h@re any characteristic positive
European values, and what they are in that case. Possgaltaganism and a
solidaristic individualism — values embodied in the European weelfstates,

particularly in their north-western variant - could be candislatogether with a
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universalistic conception of human rights. Together with Nortreden, Europe is
also the centre of the post-patriarchal world, where endurimglegeinequality

remains after the demise of the laws of fathers and husbands

In scientific knowledge production, Europe lost its leading position34,Uhanks to
Fascism and to the outcome of World War II. Out of 371 Nobel law@atscience
and economics for 1946-2000, 218 or 59 per cent were based at institatitres
United States, and 139, or 37 per cent in Western Europe. Fouateeates, four
cent worked in the rest of the world. In what is more a broadrbassure, entries in
the science citation index, USA and the EU15 were even in 1996-288¢h
producing 39 per cent of the citations. Japan got 6 per cent, Lagniderand South
Asia one per cent each - To what extent these prizes atidrstaeflect cognitive
achievement only, and to what extent they also reflect paténmsellectual power

and of attention are a question which cannot be answered here.

The competitive resources of US elite institutions make arUBUedress unlikely,
although the vast field of science leaves many frontiers tp&uropean initiatives.
In the humanities and in social theory, there is still distiacEuropean scholarship
among the global avant-garde. But they are in need of globdlisions to overcome

still considerable Eurocentric and/or national, myopia.

With respect to symbolic forms, Europe rather long ago logtdg® in international
mass culture to the US — jazz, Hollywood - , to which televisiod commercial
market brands have added more recently. Of the 100 most valuablmeccial

brands in the world 63 are American, including 8 of the top ten, amde2Western
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European. But global mass culture has also important regionakseBritain is
clearly one of them, while the East and South Asian ones eael\clof mounting

importance.

In terms of “high culture”, or high art, Europe is still therld centre, of literature, of
music, probably again of painting —after the end of New York AlsEggressionism
-, as it is in the world of luxury fashion. Documenta in Germassg¢l ighe meeting-
place the avant-garde art of the world. Together, Paris, LondanM#dan are the
leading global cities of high culture. Cultural leadership isagwopen to contestation

though.

The electronic technology carrying the bulk of the current culaystem was largely
developed in USA, personal computers, satellite broadcastingntéreet. But the
basic technology is now in the global public domain, and now driveeu®ral major
players. Europe has been particularly successful with respaobbile telephony,
Nokia, Ericsson. The future of communications technology and ohpBdations for

the world system of culture seems to be completely open.

To Conclude

In a long-term historical perspective Europe is a continent lative decline,
militarily and demographically, and as a world producer. The gerccess of its
modernity and the social trauma of de-industrialisation of thedvgomhost industrial
continent have led to a wide-spread post-modernisation and politncartainty

among almost all the main political families of"2€entury Europe. European cultural
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hegemony was an I9th century phenomenon, and began to erode by the enddof Worl

War |I.

That means, in my opinion, that conventional big power dreamstegighted aloud

by political leaders of the former big powers of Europe faiike.

On the other hand, the contemptuous anti-Europeanism which sees Eumepe as
on its way to becoming little more than a museum is completeing. Europe is the
hub of transnational economic flows, and the largest if nantbet affluent integrated
economy. It is the vanguard of transnational politics and transahtaw, and as
such a worldwide source of inspiration. It is an ecologicallyilpged and well-
constructed part of the world, capable of offering an extraargliquality of life for

ordinary people, and a centre of the arts, and if no longer leadinigtill a major

producer of world scientific knowledge.

The dynamic potential of this European position in the world may tafferin
political and social confusion and division. Bad omens are visiblidgie handling of
the constitution and of the enlargement of the EU. But it may lasreleased, by a
Second Modernity, a project of transnational, multiethnic, culttiral, and

egalitarian development.

*k*k
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