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The Summer School
The UNU-CRIS Summer School seeks to familiarise 
you with the salient challenges related to global 
governance. It explores how a regional integration 
scheme such as the European Union interacts with 
the United Nations in the provision of public goods, 
aiming to enhance the conditions for stability, 
sustainability, peace and justice. With a focus on 
themes such as peace missions, climate change, 
migration, justice and stable institutions, it will 
explore how the two entities interact in practice, 
focusing on both synergies and challenges to 
coordination.

Taking place in Bruges, Belgium, the UNU-CRIS 
Summer School will take advantage of its central 
location and close proximity to numerous sites of 
historical and contemporary significance, including 
a visit to Flanders Fields (World War I battlefield) 
around Ypres and a three-day excursion to 
Brussels, where the group will visit institutions and 
organisations such as the United Nations Regional 
Information Centre, the European Parliament and 
the European Commission.

About UNU-CRIS
The United Nations University Institute on 
Comparative Regional Integration Studies (UNU-
CRIS) is a research and training institute of the 
United Nations University, a global network 
engaged in research and capacity development to 
support the universal goals of the United Nations 
and generate new knowledge and ideas. Based 
in Bruges, UNU-CRIS focuses on the provision of 
global and regional public goods, governance at 
the global and regional levels, and on processes 
and consequences of intra- and inter-regional 
integration. The Institute aims to generate policy-
relevant knowledge about new patterns of 
governance and cooperation, and build capacity 
on a global and regional level. UNU-CRIS acts as a 
resource for the United Nations system, with strong 
links to other United Nations bodies dealing with 
the provision and management of international 
and regional public goods.
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Monday
June 17

Coffee and Registration

Director’s Welcome
	 Program Overview and Information

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
	
Unlocking the Power of the UN-EU Partnership	
	 Dr. Rory Keane
	 Head of Office, United Nations Liaison Office for 		
	 Peace and Security 

Short Break

HOW COHESIVE IS THE EUROPEAN UNION IN THE 
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY?
	 Prof. Madeleine O. Hosli
	 Director, United Nations University - CRIS

Informal Network Lunch

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTIONS 2019: CHALLENGES, 
TURNOUT AND PROSPECTS
	 Prof. Madeleine O. Hosli
	 Director, United Nations University - CRIS

End of Academic Program

Walking Tour of Bruges

Explore the sights and history of magnificent Bruges with a 
personalised guided tour of the city.

City Hall Reception with the Mayor of Bruges,
Dirk De fauw

Welcome Dinner

End of Day One

09:30					  

10:00

10:15

10:15 - 11:15

	
	
	
11:30 - 11:45

11:45

12:45

13:30

15:00

15:15

15:15 - 17:00

19:00

20:00

22:00



D
ay

 T
w

o
09:00			  CLIMATE AND ENERGY GOVERNANCE ON THE 
			   REGIONAL AND GLOBAL LEVELS			 

10:30 - 10:45		 Short Break

09:00 - 10:30		 Global Climate Governance, the Paris Agreement and 		
			   the European Union

				    Prof. Simon Schunz
				    Professor, EU International Relations and Diplomacy 		
				    Studies Department, College of Europe			

11:00 - 12:15		 Dimensions of international climate cooperation
				    Ms. Susann Handke

				    Research Associate, IIAS Centre for Regulation and 
				    Governance

12:15			  Lunch Break - Refectory

14:00			  CLIMATE AND ENERGY GOVERNANCE ON THE 
			   REGIONAL AND GLOBAL LEVEL - PANEL DISCUSSION

14:00 - 16:30		 Chair
				    Prof. Madeleine Hosli 

				    Director, United Nations University - CRIS

			   Panellists
				    Dr. Thijs Van De Graaf
				    Assistant Professor, Ghent Institute for International 		
				    Studies, Ghent University
				    Ms. Reinhilde Bouckaert
				    Project Researcher, United Nations University - CRIS
				    Mr. Lunting Wu
				    Visiting Researcher, United Nations University - CRIS

16:30			  End of Day Two
				  

Tuesday
June 18
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10:00			  THE EU AND ASIA: THE CASE OF RESEARCH AND 
			   SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY

10:00 - 12:00		 EU-ASEAN S&T Cooperation
				    Ms. Adriana Banozic

				    Science Policy Expert, Future Resilient System (FRS) 		
				    Program, Singapore ETH Centre	

12:00			  Lunch Break

13:00			  CHALLENGES TO EU-UN COORDINATION AND PEACE 		
			   MISSIONS

13:00 - 14:30		 The EU at the UN: Challenges Ahead
				    Prof. Karen E. Smith

				    Professor of International Relations, London School of 	
				    Economics and Political Science

14:30 - 15:00		 Short Break

15:00 - 16:30		 Promoting Peace – Conflict Resolution and Diplomacy in 	
			   the 21st century: Insights from a Practitioner’s 
			   Perspective
				    Mr. Holger Osterrieder 
				    Adjunct Professor, Vrije Universiteit Brussel / 
				    Coordinator, German Foreign Office

17:00			  End of Day Three
				  

Wednesday

June 19



D
ay

 F
o

ur
09:30			  THE GLOBAL COMPACT – MIGRATION AND 
			   HUMAN RIGHTS	

							       Prof. Ine Lietaert
								        Assistant Professor, United Nations 
								        University - CRIS

09:30 - 10:45		 Session One

12:30			  Lunch Break

14:00			  SIMULATION GAME ON THE MIGRATION CRISIS 

14:00 - 17:00		 Session One
				    - Introduction
				    - Delegate Introductions and Position Overviews
				    - 1st Agenda Item
				    - 2nd Agenda Item
				    - 3rd Agenda Item
				    - 4th Agenda Item
				    - Concluding Remarks

17:00			  End of Day Four
				  

Thursday
June 20

10:45 - 11:00		 Short Break

11:00 - 12:15		 Session Two
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10:00			  SIMULATION GAME ON THE MIGRATION CRISIS

10:00 - 12:00		 Session Two
				    - Informal Meetings
				    - General Speakers’ List
				    - First Draft Agreement to be submitted
				    - Time for Amendments
				    - Final Draft Agreement must be submitted
				    - Presentation of final output and final remarks
				    - Vote on Final Agreement and closing ceremony

12:15			  Lunch Break - Refectory

14:00			  THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE UNITED NATIONS IN 		
			   GLOBAL POLITICS 

14:00 - 15:30		 Principled Multilateralism and the United Nations
				    Prof. Spyros Blavoukos

				    Associate Professor, Athens University of Economics 		
				    and Business

15:30			  End of Day Five
				  

Friday
June 21
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CULTURAL EXCURSION TO FLANDERS FIELDS

		

7:30	 	 	 Meet at Reception

Saturday
June 22

9:40		  	 Tyne Cot Commonwealth War Graves Cemetary and 
			   Memorial

10:30		 	 Depart for Menin Gate

11:00		 	 Menin Gate

11:30		 	 St. George’s Memorial Church

12:00		 	 Lunch Break

13:30		 	 Flanders Field Museum

15:30		 	 Depart for Bruges

16:30		 	 Arrive in Bruges

16:30			  End of Day Six
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9:30			   TACKLING INEQUALITY	

							     
							     

						                Dr. Jan Vandemoortele 
							                 Formerly of UNICEF, UNDP & ILO

09:30 - 10:30		 Session One	

12:15			  Lunch Break

14:00			  POVERTY ALLEVIATION WITH THE COLLABORATION OF 		
			   DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS
				    Ms. Marvi Memon
					     Former Chairperson of the Benazir Income
					     Support Programme / Cabinet Minister in the 		
					     Pakistani Government

14:45			  Short Break

15:00 			  INTRODUCTION TO THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND 		
			   MONETARY UNION
				    Prof. Madeleine Hosli
					     Director, United Nations University - CRIS

17:00			  End of Day Eight
				  

Monday
June 24

10:30 - 10:45		 Short Break

		

10:45 - 12:15		 Session Two
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			   09:30			  THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND MONETARY UNION 		
						      AND GLOBAL GOVERNANCE	

						                 Dr. Ad van Riet 
							                 Formerly Senior Economic Advisor, European 		
							                 Central Bank

09:30 - 10:45		 European Integration and the Economic and Monetary 		
			   Union

12:15			  Lunch Break - Refectory

Tuesday
June 25

10:45 - 11:00		 Short Break

11:00 - 12:15		 The Global Role of the Euro

14:00			  CHALLENGES TO TRADE GOVERNANCE 
				    - PANEL DISCUSSION

14:00 - 16:30		 Chair
				    Prof. Madeleine Hosli 

				    Director, United Nations University - CRIS

			   Panellists
				    Prof. Jan Orbie
				    Director of the Centre for EU Studies and Associate 		
				    Professor, Ghent University
				    Prof. Glenn Rayp
				    Professor of Economics, Ghent University and 
				    Research Fellow, United Nations University - CRIS
				    Ms. Diana Potjomkina
				    PhD Fellow, United Nations University - CRIS and 		
				    Ghent University

16:00			  End of Day Nine
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		            TRAVEL TO BRUSSELS

10:45			  VISIT TO THE INSTITUTE FOR EUROPEAN STUDIES, 
			   VRIJE UNIVERSITEIT BRUSSELS
				  

10:45			  Welcome and Introduction
				    Prof. Alexander Mattelaer

				    Academic Director, Institute for European Studies

11:00			  EU Climate and Energy Policy
				    Prof. Sebastian Oberthür

				    Professor for Environment and Sustainable 
				    Development, Institute for European Studies

11:45			  Q&A Session
				    Mr. Karel de Gucht

				    President, Institute for European Studies
				    Former Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 
				    Foreign Affairs, Belgium
				    Former European Commissioner for Trade

12:45			  Lunch Break

14:30 			  VISIT TO THE UNITED NATIONS REGIONAL 
			   INFORMATION CENTRE (UNRIC)

14:45			  EU-UN Cooperation: Keeping the Dynamics Going
				    Ms. Barbara Pesce-Monteiro

				    Director, UN/UNDP Brussels Representation Office

15:45			  EU Energy Policy, New 2030 Targets and the 2050 Long 		
			   Term Strategy for Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions

				    Ms. Megan Richards
				    Director of Energy Policy in DG Energy, European 		
				    Commission

16:45			  Challenges for Child Protection in Emergencies: A 		
			   UNHCR Perspective

				    Mr. Stefan Maier
				    Senior Policy Officer, UNHCR Regional Representation 	
				    for EU Affairs

				  
18:00			  End of Day Ten

				  

Wednesday

June 26
07:45		 	 Check Out and Meet at Reception
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VISIT TO THE EUROPEAN COMMISSIONThursday
June 27

07:30		 	 Meet at Reception
				  

09:00			  Welcome
				    Ms. Maria José Pastor

				    Member of the Visitors Centre at DG Communication

09:30			  What Does the European Commission Do? 
			   Ongoing Challenges and Future Prospects: Brexit and 		
			   Parliament’s 9th term

				    Mr. Miguel Angel Palacios
				    Legal Advisor, CFSP Operations, Service for Foreign 		
				    Policy Instruments

10:45			  Short Break	

11:00			  Mixing and Matching Research and Innovation Policies 		
			   in EU Countries: EU and its ambition to become one of 		
			   the most innovative regions in the world

				    Mr. Román Arjona Gracia 					   
				    Chief Economist and Head of the Unit, Reforms
				    and Economic Impact - Country Intelligence, 			 
				    DG Research and Innovation

			   What is EU Foreign Policy?
			   - The European Union, a major player on the world stage
			   - How the EU and the UN collaborate
				    Mr. Adrianus Koetsenruijter 					   
				    Advisor – Inspector, Inspection Division, European 		
				    External Action Service

12:45			  Lunch in the European Commission Cafeteria

VISIT TO THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL

14:00			  Series of Presentations Covering:
				    - How the European Council operates
				    - EU Foreign Policy 
				    - EU Relations with the United Nations
				  

18:00			  Farewell Dinner

20:30			  End of Day Eleven
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		            VISIT TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

09:30			  Presentation by a Member of Parliament Covering:
				    - The Legislative Procedure of the European Union 
				    - The role of the Three Institutions 
				    - Detailed Information about the European Parliament 

10:30			  Visit to the Plenary Chamber

12:30			  Lunch Break

14:00 			  VISIT TO THE PARLAMENTARIUM (VOLUNTARY)

			   Experience the European Parliament as never before at the 			 
			   groundbreaking Parlamentarium, located in the Willy Brandt building. 		
			 
			   Through dynamic, interactive multimedia displays and with the help of a 	
			   personal media guide, discover what European democracy is all about 		
			   in exciting and refreshing new ways. 

				  
16:00			  End of Day Twelve

				  

Friday
June 28

7:45	 	 	 Check Out and Meet at Reception



Since October 2013, Mr. Rory Keane heads the United Nations Liaison Office for Peace and Security (UNLOPS), 
which represents the United Nations Departments of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs (DPPA), Peace Operations 
(DPO), Operational Support (DOS) and the UN Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT) in Brussels and liaises on all 
matters related to peace and security that fall under the remit of these four entities. 

Before his appointment as Head of the UNLOPS, Mr. Keane worked for the United Nations Special Envoy for the 
Sahel Region. Previous to that, he served as the security sector advisor to the Special Representative of the UN 
Secretary-General in Liberia. 

Mr. Rory Keane has worked on peace and security issues for a number of years in a range of capacities, including 
as Team Leader of the OECD International Network on Conflict and Fragility, European Commission desk officer 
for the DRC and Great Lakes and as the OSCE Spokesperson in the former Yugoslavia. Mr. Keane holds a PhD in 
International Relations and a Marie Curie post-doctoral fellowship on EU peace and security policy.

Mr. Rory Keane
Head of the United Nations Liaison Office for 

Peace and Security

Professor Madeleine O. Hosli has been Director of UNU-CRIS since 1 June 2017. Professor Hosli has a distinguished 
career researching and teaching on European integration, international organisations, and international political 
economy.

She has been a Professor of International Relations at Leiden University (Netherlands) since 2007, and has held 
visiting teaching positions at the University of Zürich, the Graduate Institute of International Studies (Geneva), 
Utrecht University College (UCU) and the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

She is author of The Euro: A Concise Introduction to European Monetary Integration (Lynne Rienner, 2005) and 
has published in various international peer-reviewed journals, including International Organization, International 
Studies Quarterly, the Review of International Organizations, European Journal of Political Research and the 
Journal of Common Market Studies.

Prof. Madeleine O. 
Hosli
Director, United Nations University - CRIS

Sp
ea

ke
r 

B
io

g
ra

ph
ie

s



Simon Schunz, Ph.D., is a Professor in the EU International Relations and Diplomacy Studies Department and the 
Academic Coordinator of the Master of Arts in Transatlantic Affairs (MATA) at the College of Europe, Bruges. He 
is also an Associate Research Fellow at the UN University Institute on Comparative Regional Integration Studies 
(UNU-CRIS), Bruges. He previously worked at the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Research 
and Innovation (2011-2015), at the Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies and the Leuven Institute for 
International and European Studies, University of Leuven (KU Leuven) (2006-2011). Since 2011, he has been 
a Visiting Professor at KU Leuven. He has participated in several international climate negotiation sessions, 
including the 2009 Copenhagen summit and the 2015 Paris summit. 

His research interests are primarily located in the areas of EU and global environmental politics, external aspects 
of EU internal policies and the EU and multilateral governance. 

Prof. Simon Schunz
Associate Research Fellow, United Nations 

University - CRIS / Professor, College of Europe

Susann Handke holds master’s degrees in International and EU law, Dutch constitutional and administrative law, 
and Sinology. She studied in Germany, China, and the Netherlands. 

Previously, she conducted research at the Clingendael International Energy Programme, The Hague, focusing 
on the geopolitics of China’s and EU energy policies. As a research associate of the IIAS Centre for Regulation 
and Governance, Leiden, she has been participating in various activities related to governance issues in Asia for 
about 10 years. 

Currently, she is an external PhD candidate at the Department of International and European Union Law, Erasmus 
School of Law, Rotterdam. She has just finished her PhD thesis on the nexus of domestic energy legislation and 
the UN climate regime. She is interested and engaged in interdisciplinary energy research, including regulatory, 
legal, geopolitical, and social aspects of the energy transition.

Ms. Susann Handke
PhD Candidate, Erasmus University RotterdamSp
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Thijs Van de Graaf is Assistant Professor of International Politics at Ghent University, Belgium. He is also a non-
resident fellow with the Payne Institute, Colorado School of Mines, and with the Initiative for Sustainable Energy 
Policy (ISEP) at Johns Hopkins University.

Thijs Van de Graaf is currently the lead researcher of the international Research Network on Fragmentation and 
Complexity in Global Governance (www.refract.eu), and he recently served as the lead writer of the final report 
of the IRENA Global Commission on the Geopolitics of Energy Transformation (www.geopoliticsofrenewables.
org). In 2011, he was a visiting scholar at Princeton University, where he worked under the auspices of Professor 
Robert O. Keohane. 

He teaches and conducts research in the areas of energy politics, international relations and global governance. 

Prof. Thijs Van de 
Graaf

Assistant Professor, Ghent University

Lunting Wu is a Visiting Scholar at UNU-CRIS until the end of June 2019. Lunting holds a Master’s degree in 
International Relations from the University of Lisbon, and a B.A in Foreign Language Studies (Portuguese 
Studies) from Macao University of Science and Technology. Currently, he works as an Assistant Researcher at the 
University of Lisbon in the framework of the EU Horizon 2020 project CRISEA - Competing Regional Integrations 
in Southeast Asia.

At UNU-CRIS, his research revolves around two topics: the transition of Southeast Asian countries towards a low-
carbon economy, and the energy integration and cooperation in the ASEAN.

Lunting has also worked at the European Union Chamber of Commerce in China as Government Affairs 
Assistant. Furthermore, he had training experience at the Chinese Ministry of Commerce and at the High Court 
of Guangdong Province.

Mr. Lunting Wu
Visiting Researcher, United Nations University - CRISSp
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Reinhilde Bouckaert holds a Master Degree in Political Science from the University of Louvain (UCL) where she 
focused on International Relations and Geopolitics. In her dissertation she investigated how renewable energy 
could improve the energy security of the EU. At Ghent University she followed a Master after Master in Conflict 
and Development for which she conducted a three months of research as part of the EU CHERLA project in Peru. 

Before taking up the role of Project Researcher at UNU-CRIS in the framework of the PADIRE project - Parliamentary 
Deliberation in Inter-Regional Relations: an Analysis of Climate Change Debates in the EU’s Parliamentary 
Assemblies with the ACP, the Mediterranean, Latin America and the Eastern Neighbourhood Regions - Reinhilde 
worked for several years as an energy and climate analyst advising the Federal Minister of Energy and Climate 
and the Permanent Representative of Belgium to the EU. 

Ms. Reinhilde 
Bouckaert

Project Researcher, United Nations University - CRIS

Dr. Banozic is a trained neuroscientist and psychologist and holds executive training in public policy. She has 
worked as a researcher and consultant in Zagreb, Gothenburg, Leuven and Tokyo, and has taught at Tokyo Tech, 
Japan. She started her career in working in the UNDP and has since than supported science policy interface 
initiatives through collaborative work with the UNESCO Science Policy and Capacity Building Division and INGSA 
(Intergovernmental Network for Government Science Advice).

Dr Adriana Banozic joined the Future Resilient Systems programme at the Singapore-ETH Centre as a Science 
Policy Expert in April 2019. Before joining the FRS, Adriana was a Science Manager with Agency for Science 
Technology and Research and part of an interdisciplinary group developing advanced behavioural and social 
computing solutions for the Singaporean public sector.

Dr.  Adriana Banozic
Staff Scientist and Programme Manager, Singapore 
Agency for Science Technology and ResearchSp
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Karen E. Smith is a Professor of International Relations at the London School of Economics and Political Science, 
and Director of the European Foreign Policy Unit (within the International Relations Department). She teaches 
courses on the EU in the World, EU Enlargement, European institutions, and genocide, and supervises PhD 
students in those areas.

Her main area of research is the ‘international relations of the European Union’, and she has written extensively on 
the formulation and implementation of common EU foreign policies. She has examined the EU’s pursuit of ‘ethical’ 
foreign policy goals such as promoting human rights and democracy, and policy-making within European states 
regarding genocide. For over a decade she has also analysed EU-UN relations, and more recently has extended 
her research to consider the role of other political and regional groups in UN diplomacy. 

Prof. Karen E. Smith
Professor of International Relations, London 

School of Economics and Political Science

Holger Osterrieder is a German diplomat and adjunct professor at Passau University and at the Vesalius College 
in Brussels. Educated at the Universities of Cambridge and Oxford and at the French National School of 
Administration (ENA), he has over fifteen years of professional experience as an international civil servant at the 
United Nations, both at HQ and at field level, with the European Union (EEAS and European Parliament), national 
state administrations (Federal Foreign Office and French state administration), academia and civil society in over 
10 different countries on four continents. 

With his extensive experience in serving in various peacekeeping, peacebuilding and mediation missions 
and institutions, he regularly takes up public speaking and teaching engagements, and works as a coach and 
trainer. His particular areas of expertise are human development and poverty reduction, conflict prevention and 
response, mediation, peace-building and peace-keeping. His ultimate goal is to further promote the values and 
ideals of the United Nations.

Mr. Holger 
Osterrieder
Adjunct Professor, Vrije Universiteit Brussel
Coordinator, German Foreign Office
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After completing her Master in Social Work, Prof Lietaert worked at the asylum and migration department of 
an INGO. After a couple of years of practical experience, she returned to Ghent University and completed her 
PhD on the return and reintegration processes of assisted returnees from Belgium to Georgia and Armenia. 
Before joining UNU-CRIS, she worked as post-doc researcher on the Childmove ERC project (Ghent University), 
investigating the trajectories and wellbeing of unaccompanied refugee minors moving through Europe.

Ine Lietaert teaches International Social Work at Ghent University and guides PhD students investigating 
processes of return and reintegration, internal migration and wellbeing of unaccompanied refugee minors, with 
a particular focus on the development of support mechanisms and support policies for people on the move in 
various regions of the world.

Prof. Ine Lietaert
Assistant Professor, United Nations University - CRIS

Prof Blavoukos is an Associate Professor in the Department of International and European Economic Studies 
at the Athens University of Economics and Business, focusing on the Analysis of International and European 
Institutions.

He obtained both his PhD and MA from the University of Essex in the UK in the Department of Government. He 
is the co-author of the book “Chairing Multilateral Negotiations: the Case of the UN” and co-editor of the book 
“The EU Presence in International Organizations”. He has also (co-)published a monograph on the 2003 Greek 
EU Presidency. 

Prof. Spyros 
Blavoukos
Associate Professor, Athens University of Economics 
and Business
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Jan Vandemoortele has been crucial in the establishment of the Millennium Development Goals. He has been 
Director of the Poverty Group at UNDP and has served in various other capacities with the United Nations for 
over 30 years, both at headquarters and in the field – with UNICEF, UNDP, the ILO and on loan to the World Bank. 

His last position was as UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator to Pakistan. He is a Belgian citizen and holds 
a PhD. in Development Economics. He is a member of the advisory board of various development institutes and 
global initiatives, and a referee for various peer-reviewed journals.

Dr. Jan 
Vandemoortele

Formerly of UNICEF, UNDP & ILO

Marvi Memon is a humanitarian, former parliamentarian, cabinet member, and former CEO. Born in Karachi 
Pakistan in 1972, after schooling from Karachi, Paris and Kuwait, she graduated from the London School of 
Economics in International Relations in 1993. She has since worked for Citibank, been CEO of Pakistan’s first 
satellite tracking company, advised the President of Pakistan on Media Management, the Ministry of Investments, 
been a parliamentarian for two consecutive terms, an Information Committee Chairperson in parliament, Chaired 
as Federal Minister the largest social safety net of Pakistan BISP. 

She has undertaken a guest lecture tour of European think tanks and universities in 2019. She has also recently 
been associated with the Commonwealth Foundation as an Election Observer in Malawi. Ms. Memon has the 
distinction of being awarded the UK House of Commons Speaker Inaugural Democracy Award 2017, the French 
Officier de Merite award 2017 and Membership of the World Bank Advisory Gender Council 2017.

Ms. Marvi Memon 
Former Chairperson of the Benazir Income 
Support Programme 
Former Cabinet Minister in the Pakistani 
Government
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Dr. Ad van Riet has been an Associate Research Fellow at UNU-CRIS since 1 February 2019. He has a career of 
more than 30 years in central banking and worked for almost 25 years on European integration. Since 2019 he 
has been a freelance adviser and researcher on issues relating to the European Economic and Monetary Union. 

He studied Economics at the Erasmus University Rotterdam and holds a PhD from Tilburg University in the 
Netherlands. He started his career with De Nederlandsche Bank (Dutch Central Bank) in 1987, joined the 
European Monetary Institute in 1994 and the European Central Bank (ECB) in 1998. At the ECB, he held several 
management positions, successively taking charge of the Monetary Policy Stance Unit, the EU Countries Division 
and the Fiscal Policies Division. He was Senior Adviser in the Directorate General Economics of the ECB and 
Secretary of the ECB Occasional Paper Series until end-2018.

Dr. Ad van Riet
Former Senior Adviser, European Central Bank

Associate Research Fellow, United Nations 
University - CRIS

Prof. Dr. Jan Orbie is the Director of the Centre for EU Studies and an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Political Sciences at Ghent University. He lectures several courses in the Master for EU Studies at Ghent University, 
including Theories of European Integration, European External Policies, and EU Trade Politics. His research 
focuses on the international policies of the EU, in particular EU trade and development policies. He is the author 
of numerous chapters, articles and edited books on EU trade politics and development, the EU’s global social 
policy, and EU democracy promotion. 

Prof. Jan Orbie 
Director of the Centre for EU Studies and Associate 
Professor, Ghent UniversitySp
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Glenn Rayp is a part time research fellow at UNU-CRIS. He worked as a researcher and research assistant at the 
University of Antwerp, after which he became professor in International Economics at Ghent University. Glenn 
Rayp teaches International Economics and History of Economic Thought at Ghent University. 

He is a former member of the (Belgian) High Council of Finance and the High Council of Employment, as well 
as the (Flemish) Council of Industry. From 2010 to 2015, he coordinated the FWO research community on 
Globalisation, Regionalisation and Economic and Social Inequality (GRESI) of which UNU-CRIS was a member.

In his most recent research on regional integration, he was involved in the development of composite indicators 
of regional integration and the analysis of the relation between regional integration and institutions. He is part of 
the team that is updating and re-developing the RIKS platform of UNU-CRIS.

Prof. Glenn Rayp
Professor of Economics, Ghent University

 Research Fellow, United Nations University - CRIS

Diana Potjomkina is working as a PhD Fellow on the project “The contribution of ‘regional’ multistakeholder 
mechanisms in improving global governance (GREMLIN: Global and REgional MuLtistakeholder INstitutions)” 
under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Jamal Shahin (University of Amsterdam; Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Institute 
for European Studies) and Prof. Dr. Jan Orbie (Ghent University). The GREMLIN project aims to analyze 
multistakeholderism in trade and internet governance, two areas where civil society engagement has become 
widespread both at regional and global level. Both cases will be examined through the same theoretical 
framework, to be established jointly in the first phase.

Diana holds M.A. and B.A. degrees (both with distinction) in International Relations from Riga Stradins University 
in Riga, Latvia. Diana also spent 9 months in the Washington, DC metropolitan area as a Fulbright Visiting Student 
Researcher at the George Mason University.

Ms. Diana 
Potjomkina 
PhD Fellow - United Nations University - CRIS
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Ms. Barbara Pesce-Monteiro was appointed Director of the UN/UNDP Office in Brussels in 2014. Before this 
appointment, she was the UN Resident Coordinator in Cuba for 4 years. From 1990-2010, she worked with UNDP 
in Colombia, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Angola, and Mexico. In addition, she covered the Sahel with UNCDF. She 
holds a Master’s degree in Rural Development Planning (UK), and completed her degree in International Political 
Science at La Sapienza University (IT).

Ms. Barbara 
Pesce-Monteiro

Director, UN/ UNDP Brussels Representation 
Office

Megan Richards is Director of Energy Policy in DG Energy (ENER) of the European Commission since 1 April 2017. 
She has Bachelor of science, Bachelor of Laws and Master of Public Administration degrees. She has worked 
for the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Africa, the Inter-American Development Bank in 
Washington, the government of Canada, and private law firms. In 1991, she joined the European Commission 
and has worked on programmes to support SMEs, research and innovation, including regulatory, legal, financial 
and contractual issues. From September 2006 - April 2009 she was Director of Resource Management in the 
Commission’s Joint Research Centre; from May 2009 was in the Commission’s DG CONNECT, holding positions 
of Director of General Affairs, Director of Converged Networks and Services, Director Coordination, and acting 
Deputy Director General and Principal Adviser. From 2013-2014 she was EU Fellow at the Weatherhead Center 
for International Affairs at Harvard University.
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Stefan Maier has been working since 2007 as UNHCR staff member in different functions in the Maghreb region, 
Central Africa, Western Europe and the Middle East. Currently, he is serving as Senior Policy Officer in the Policy 
and Legal Support Unit (PLUS) of UNHCR’s Regional Representation for EU Affairs in Brussels. He is also a lecturer 
at the Paris-based French Institute for International and Strategic Affairs (IRIS) and has written on the international 
protection of refugees and IDPs.

Mr. Stefan Maier
Senior Policy Officer, Policy and Legal Support 

Unit of UNHCR Regional Representation for 
EU Affairs

Prof. Dr. Alexander Mattelaer is the Academic Director of the Institute for European Studies at the Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel. He is also a Senior Research Fellow at Egmont – the Royal Institute for International Relations, and a 
visiting professor at the College of Europe in Bruges. As a Fulbright Schuman fellow he completed research stays 
at Harvard University and at the National Defense University. He sits on the scientific committee of the Belgian 
Royal Higher Institute for Defence. He obtained his PhD in Political Science from the Vrije Universiteit Brussel and 
Master degrees from the University of Bath and the University of Leuven. 

His research interests include the politics of European integration, transatlantic relations, defence policy-making, 
and the ongoing redefinition of state sovereignty. At the Vrije Universiteit Brussel he teaches the courses ‘Political 
Structures and Processes of the European Union’ and ‘International Security and Strategic Studies’. At the College 
of Europe in Bruges, he teaches on ‘European Defence Cooperation and NATO’.
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Karel De Gucht is the President of the Institute for European Studies at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB) since 
2015. Mr. De Gucht was the European Commissioner for Trade during President Barroso’s second Commission, 
from 2010 until 2014. From 2009 until 2010 he was also European Commissioner for Development and 
Humanitarian Aid. Prior to this, Mr. De Gucht held numerous senior political positions in the European, Flemish, 
and Belgian Parliaments. Mr. De Gucht was a member of the Belgian House of Representatives from 2003 until 
2009, during which time he held the portfolios of Minister for Foreign Affairs and European Affairs (2004-2009) 
and Minister for International Trade (2007-2009). From 2008 until 2009 he was Deputy Prime Minister of Belgium. 
Mr. De Gucht is also Professor of European Law at the VUB. He holds a master’s degree in Law from the VUB. 

Mr. Karel De Gucht
President, Institute for European Studies

Sebastian Oberthür is Professor for Environment and Sustainable Development at the IES. Trained as a political 
scientist with a strong background in international law, he focuses on issues of international and European 
environmental governance, with an emphasis on institutional issues and perspectives. His current research 
interest extends in particular to the horizontal and vertical integration of international institutions and policies 
relevant to the environment, including the interplay between environmental agreements/institutions and other 
policies (e.g. trade, transport), as well as the role and performance of the EU in international (environmental) 
institutions.

From 2005 to 2015, Sebastian Oberthür served as IES Academic Director. From 2006 to 2013, he was a member 
of the Compliance Committee of the Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. Since 
2000, he has furthermore acted as a special policy advisor on international climate policy to the German Federal 
Ministry for the Environment, Nature Protection and Nuclear Safety. Since 1996, he has also been an appointed 
member and representative of the International Council of Environmental Law (ICEL).
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