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A Short Introduction

Please take a moment to read through this text to get a basic understanding of the current status and available
functionalities of the current version of the Regional Integration Knowledge System.

Regional integration agreements have increased in number, scope and diversity over the last two decades of the
twentieth century. In the twenty-first century, the trend towards regional cooperation looks set to continue as
governments and states opt for cooperation to serve a variety of purposes and to secure common interests.
Regional cooperation serves to reconcile the tensions between globalisation pressures and the demands for greater
local autonoemy, while offering states an opportunity to retain their own autonomy over political processes. However,
in spite of the continuing development of this (supra-national) regional governance level, the provision of systematic,
detailed and comparable information on regional integration processes worldwide seems still to lag behind.

The Regional Integration Knowledge System is a joint initiative taken by UNU-CRIS and the GARNET Network of
Excellence. It has the ambition to provide a central node for information exchange on regional integration processes
worldwide and to constitute a 'missing link’ between the existing regional initiatives for information provision on
regional integration and cooperation.
The Regional Integration Knowledge System counts three main components (represented by the menu on the top):

* Database

* Academic Resources

* News

The current version of the Regional Integration Knowledge System is a prototype version which will be gradually
refined, improved and extended in close collaboration with the users of the system.

Although the system should be working stable, please keep in mind that it is still in an early level of development.
Therefore you may still experience some “bugs” and missing data.
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Used to be known as UNU-CRIS occasional papers

Academic output of 2005: published books (2) ptéis in books (13), articles in peer-reviewed
journals (12), policy briefs/reports (1), UNU-CRI®rking papers (21) and paper presentations
(27)
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Contribution from the Flemish Governme 1.035.357,02
Project related incom 254.722,98
Other specific incom 89.203,86
1.379.283,86
~ Overview Income 2006
Other Spedfic
Income; 7%
Flemish
Government
: 75%
1 %# $
Personnel: 500.561,25
Costs UNU-HQ Tokyo: 135.000,00
General Operating costs: 99.979,32
Costs Academic Activities: 393.775,80
1.129.316,37

Overview Expenditures 2006

. Personnel; 44%
Academic

Activities 35%
General O perating

;9%
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